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PROS  

 
Words What to say… 

Planets 

They can go to far-off / distant planet  

Robots don’t breathe / they don’t need oxygen. 

They can put with high or low temperature. 

Unknown waters 
It’s not necessary to equip them with diving material Humans 

would be crushed under pressure.  

Spying 

They can be very tiny; they can hide into very small places. 

They can record, film and take pictures. 

Drones can fly above houses and spy people. 

Information They can give information humans can’t get. 

Medical surgeries 
Robots can perform medical surgeries, because they can be more 

precise than people. 

Harsh environments 

Robots can be designed to work in extremely harsh environments, 

such as in space, without air, underwater, fire, etc. 

They are used in dangerous polluted environments, in nuclear 

power plants for example. 

They can work in many places nobody dares to go. 

They can explore the depths of the oceans. 

War 
Robots at war have proved very successful.  They avoid putting 

soldiers in danger.  

24 hours a day 
They can work 24 hours a day, 7 days a week without any human 

interference.  

Salary No need to pay a robot. No need to feed it as well. 

Get bored, tired They never get bored, never get tired 

Production costs 

Robots are more productive than people.  

They can work at a constant speed without sleep, breaks, 

vacations, and salaries. 

Robots also don’t take holidays or have unexpected days off sick. 

Faster 

They do work faster. They can capture moments just too fast for 

the human eye to get. They can do the work with constant speed 

and precision. 

More precise 

They don not tremble or shake as human hands do. 

They have a more precise guidance in doing the tasks since they 

are linked to very powerful computers.  

More productive 

They can perform tasks faster than humans and much more 

consistently and accurately. 

What a robot can do now is extremely vast and growing.  

They can work very long hours without service or maintenance. 

They produce better quality products and they reduce the time 
needed for quality control. 

Stronger 
No doubt, robots can be much more stronger than humans. They 

can lift very heavy materials.  

Waste 
They decrease the production of defective goods. 

They minimize the material waste. 

Safety  Robots can be used instead of people when human safety is a 



TWS14 – Annexe 9 -  « Robots and Humans »   
Pros and cons – Construire un échange argumentatif avec les élèves 

Exemples d’arguments 
 

Inspection de l’Éducation nationale – Anglais-Lettres – Académies d’Aix-Marseille et de Corse 

Alain BRUNIAS – Frédéric MICHEL 

Janvier 2017 

concern. 

Robots can improve the working conditions and safety in factories 

or production plants. 

Dangerous and 

unwanted jobs 

Robots can do jobs that people don’t want to do.  

They can replace the human beings in many areas of work. 

Entertain and help 

They can entertain us (adults and children). 

Robot toys are certainly among the best educational toys you can 

find. 

Household robots are very useful for people who can't do cleaning 

cooking and any other household work. 

 
 

CONS 
 

Words What to say… 

Maintenance  

Training needs 

Watching  

Addiction  

They have to be maintained regularly. The cost of maintenance is 

heavy for the owners. They do need maintenance to keep them 

running. They cost money in maintenance and repair.  

Using robots means that employees and engineers will have to be 

trained and the cost of training is very high.  

The time investment on the part of the workers to train with the 

new equipment has to be considered.  

In the medical field for example, current operating room 

equipment is not necessarily compatible with new robotic 

technology. 

At home, it might be dangerous to leave them alone and therefore 

you need to watch it. 

People get addicted to technology and become lazy. The question 

of human dependence on technology and robotics has become a 

very worrying issue. 

Price 

Robots are very expensive to buy. Not everyone can afford it. 

Small firms can close down because they can’t match competitors 

‘practices.   

Jobs 

Many firms prefer utilizing the robots than the human workers, So, 

the unemployment rate will increase. 

They no doubt reduce the amount of jobs available. 

Handle the unexpected  

They can deal with the unexpected. They do not think. They can’t 

do the tasks that require creativity, decision-making, adaptation 

and job learning.  

They do not have emotions or conscience: this limits how they can 

help and interact with people. 

Hazardous 

Even if robots can protect the human workers from some hazards , 

they can create other safety problems and they can cause new 

dangers which must be taken in consideration. 

Robots can be hazardous to people. 

 
 


