
 

 

 

The Environmentalist 

     
 

Perspective: You are very concerned that the Earth’s 

temperature appears to be rising. 

 

Opinions and Facts:  

 The surface temperature of the earth has increased and 

average of 0.5 degrees Celsius in the past century. 

 An increase in the planet's temperature may eventually 

cause the ice caps to melt and the sea levels to rise. 

 Changing regional climate could alter forests, crop yields, 

and water supplies. It could also affect human health, 

animals, and many types of ecosystems. 

 The world needs to quickly improve the efficiency of its 

energy usage and develop renewable non-carbon fuels like: 

wind, solar, tidal, wave and hydrogen fuel cells for cars. 

 

Relationships:  

 You are concerned that politicians are not doing enough to 

stop global warming. 

 You dislike uncooperative industrialists but understand that 

you need their help. 

 You completely disagree with the sceptics and think their 

views are dangerous.You need to completely convince 

consumers, to put pressure on the politicians but also to 

change their own habits. 



 

 

 

The Politician 

     
 

You feel concerned by the rise of Earth’s temperature  

and want to side with the environmentalists but you 

also have to please the industrialists. 

 

Opinions and Facts:  

 The 1997 International Kyoto Conference on Climate 

Change, proposed strong reductions in emissions growth 

we committed to reduce greenhouse gas emissions (to 12.5 

per cent below 1990 levels), we make very little difference 

to a worldwide problem as a single country. 

 The UK has led the world in setting tough targets for cutting 

emissions of the gases that cause climate change, aiming to 

cut UK carbon emissions 60 per cent by 2050. 

 Many companies, including Ford and BP, have begun to 

acknowledge the need for emissions policies in response to 

climate change. 

 

Relationships:  

 You are concerned that you will lose votes from 

environmentalists who say you are not doing enough. 

 You need to satisfy the industrialists who pay a lot of taxes. 

 You have to convince the consumers that you are working 

hard on the problem.  

 You would like to listen to the sceptics who say there is no 

problem. 



 

 

 

The Industrialist 

     
 

You need to make money and please your 

shareholders and investors. 

 

Opinions and Facts:  

 Global warming is a long term problem that is irrelevant in 

the fast-paced business world – you could be bankrupt in six 

months! 

 People are still using your products, even when they have 

been told that there is an environmental risk. If you don’t 

supply the markets demands someone else will. 

 You are already facing tough competition from cheap 

overseas imports; you don’t have money to squander 

making your business environmentally friendly. 

 If global warming isn’t actually happening making our 

business “more green” would be a waste of time. 

 

Relationships:  

 You want to appease the environmentalists who create bad 

publicity for your business. 

 You are worried the politicians are beginning to side with 

the environmentalists for the sake of votes and need to 

keep them on your side. 

 You would like to listen to the sceptics who say there is no 

problem. You need to convince the consumers that you are 

doing the most you can for the environment while still 

reaping maximum profits. 



 

 

 

The Sceptic 

     
 

Perspective: You refuse to believe that humans are 

causing the green house effect and think that it is part 

of a natural cycle. 

 

Opinions and Facts: 

 Global warming is not real; we are looking at inaccurate 

measurements and false readings. 

 If all CO2 were removed from the atmosphere, water 

vapour and clouds would still provide almost all of the 

present greenhouse effect. 

 The Earth’s atmosphere has always changed temperature, 

increasing between ice ages then falling again. 

 Humans can't change something as large as the 

atmosphere. 

 

Relationships:  

 You are concerned that the environmentalists are using 

flawed science to influence the politicians. 

 You side with the industrials who believe there is no need 

for a change in policy. 

 You need to convince the consumers and politicians who 

do not understand your ideas. You disagree completely 

with the environmentalists, though you accept that 

human’s may have increased the rate of temperature 

change.  



 

 

 

The Consumer 

     
 

You feel concerned by the rise of Earth’s temperature 

but see no need for this to affect your life. 

 

Opinions and Facts:  

 British politicians should be putting more pressure on the 

USA to reduce its emissions. 

 The Government and Local Councils should be doing 

more to reduce emissions and energy usage. 

 It is too hard for me to reduce my energy consumption 

and maintain my standard of living. 

 Industrialists should tackle the problem as they caused it. 

 One person can’t make any difference to such a huge 

problem 

 

Relationships:  

 You are putting pressure on the politicians to do 

something about the problem. 

 You have shares in the industrialists company and don’t 

want to lose money. 

 You don’t really believe the sceptics but don’t really 

understand their ideas. 

 You agree with the environmentalists in a need for change 

and think that the politicians and the industrialists should 

do something about it.



 

 

 

From the website https://hwb.gov.wales 

 

 

 Instructions 
       The Aim: To inform yourself so that you can  

develop your own opinion on global warming 

  1. Each member of the group should take a card and  read it 

 carefully, take on the mindset – acting is allowed! 

2.  The environmentalist starts, introducing him or herself  and 

 giving their opinion on global warming.  

3.  Continue clockwise so that you all know who each other are. 

 4.  After everyone has spoken once, the environmentalist should 

 challenge another member of the group. This person  

   should then respond. 

    5.  All members can then chip in their opinions,  

       make sure you only speak one at a time. 

 

 

 

 

 


